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Yediot Achronot, July 18th, 1997

BLOWS UNDER THE BELT - By llan Nachshon

Two artists and a curator try to break a puritanical conspiracy of silence. Oz Almog exhibits
"Auto Erotic", Erection and Death from the archives of the Vienna Police.

Shlomit Lehavi demonstrates how The Star of David is composed of two pudendum, and the
'Art Schmokus' is more schmokus than Art.

RED LIPS

Shlomit Lehavi is also about to open an exhibition tomorrow at the Tova Osman
Gallery in Tel Aviv. She also hits under the belt. "Read My Lips"” as she has crowned
her exhibition does not leave much room for mistake: the meaning is the pubic lips.

The invitation to the exhibition, a sticker that Lehavi hopes to see on car bumps, shows
a naked woman with her behind directed towards the viewer. She bends down deeply,
spread her hands and her sexual organ stands out in the middle of the picture like red
lips.

Lehavi, in an expressive drawing, which encompasses poetry as well as a rebellious
outlook on life, moves in number of directions. She seeks to gain legitimacy for her
drawing subjects who are female and gay—another taboo in the Israeli art world. She
also tries to rescue the female nudity from the hands of male painters, which have been
trying to posses it throughout the history of art. Opposite soft words and the authority
with which they have been commemorating the female species, she exhibits a woman
who draws a woman. Women love and nakedness. At time there are two women, and at

others it's her image duplicated.
"Among the questions raised as a result of the paintings, is my existential world view.
Painting entails order in my thoughts" she says, "I prefer not to call it provocative

drawing, but rather direct drawing”

The fighting spirit and the thin humor of Shlomit Lehavi find their expression in the way



she treats symbols like the Cross, and The Star of David.

It started with a walk in the beach, in the south of Jaffa, where she found a large cross
sunk in the water, and people were walking over it. Flabbergasted by the revelation she
looked at the sight and commemorated it with her camera, only to realize that in fact it
was only sewer pipes lying in the sea.

The following will probably make people who are awe-struck by these symbols very
angry. Shlomit played around with the cross shape and found out that it can also turn
into a Star of David “and the Star of David is in fact two triangles, and a triangle is a
pubic" she says, "two women together, in an intercourse, is the Star of David. This is the

realization of Judaism"

Shlomit Lehavi, aged 32 is in fact from a good family. Her cradle of art was rocked by a
relative, Arie Aroch, who is one of the mythic figures of Israeli painting. She has spent
long hours in his studio and home, absorbed, as she says, the refined essence of
painting and inherited from him a large number of brushes and his painters pedestal.
When she grew up, she spent a long time in New York, Holland and Germany, built
scenery for theater, television and the movies, and assisted the artists Buki Schwartz
and Menashe Kadishman. Her liberated Read my Lips seeks, in her words "to evoke a
conversation about something nobody talks about, through impolite painting"



